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Eskan Bank Award for Creative Engineering & Interior Design

An annual award initiated by “Eskan Bank” in 2013, in cooperation with University of Bahrain, to
cultivate the spirit of constructive competition, extend the horizons of creativity and innovation
of young minds and encourage youth involvement in national housing and urban developments.

Based on the highest professional standards, the award is granted to distinguished student
entries from Architecture & Interior Design in the University of Bahrain. The competition is held
annually to encompass various themes pertaining to the latest developments in architectural
design and modern construction techniques, aimed towards meeting the goals of sustainable
development in order to fulfill the housing needs of the Kingdom of Bahrain.
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H.E. Mrs. Amna Bint Ahmed Al Rumaihi

Minister of Housing and Urban Planning
Chairperson, Eskan Bank

Chairperson’s Message

The eleventh edition of the Eskan Bank Creative Engineering & Interior Design Award isin
harmony with the dedicated efforts aimed at underlining our unwavering commitment
to fostering and empowering the Bahraini youth and polishing their skills and talents,
in addition to shaping forward-thinking housing solutions and options for the Kingdom
of Bahrain, significantly improving the housing experience for citizens, and achieving
an effective partnership with the private sector to ensure the sustainability of this vital
sector and upgrading the quality of housing products.

Throughout the past years, this award has profoundly enriched the housing sector and
has largely supplied it with new ideas and visions aimed at fostering constructive and
positive synergies between the Ministry of Housing & Urban Planning, Eskan Bank and
the University of Bahrain, in the domains of housing, architectural engineering and
sustainable urban development.

The theme of this year’s edition, “Rethinking the Mixed-Use Buildings”, calls for
supporting plans and initiatives aimed at finding sustainable solutions and creating
new opportunities, through the provision of advanced patterns and development of
traditional models in housing designs with the ultimate goal of fulfilling the needs and
expectations of Bahraini families and providing them with superior housing services at
the highest levels of quality and durability.

Through housing projects and initiatives, the Ministry of Housing and Urban Planning
and Eskan Bank, jointly seek to benefit from all creative endeavors for developing
housing services and initiatives ultimately striving to provide upgraded housing
services and build sustainable housing communities.

| would like to express my sincere thanks and appreciation to the University of Bahrain,
a prominent academic institution. | also thank all participants of this prestigious award
for their insightful contributions and innovative thinking, which broadly reflect the
potential of Bahrain’s youth.

| also extend my sincere gratitude to the organizing teams at Eskan Bank and the
University of Bahrain, as well as the advisory and judging committees, for making this
edition a success.

We look forward to continuing this journey towards further accomplishments in building
our great nation.
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Dr. Fuad Mohammed Al Ansari
President, University of Bahrain

President’s Message

The eleventh cycle of the Eskan Bank Creative Engineering & Interior Design Award
arrives at a pivotal moment in the evolution of Bahrain’s urban landscape. This edition
bears a title that reflects an urgent and realistic challenge: “Rethinking the Mixed-Use
Buildings”. It calls upon our students to develop architectural solutions that address
the shifting and increasingly complex relationships between housing, public services,
commercial uses, and sustainability.

Mix-use housing projects are no longer merely a combination of residential and
commercial functions; they now represent a new urban logic. They invite us to reconsider
how buildings can become engines of community life, how shared spaces can reduce
social isolation, and how thoughtful planning can turn the burden of maintenance
into opportunities for sustainable economic growth. This year’s theme challenges
students to engage with this complexity by taking on roles that combine design, social
understanding, and operational planning.

At the University of Bahrain, we view this competition as more than just an academic
exercise; it is an educational platform where theoretical knowledge is applied to real-
world issues, fostering interdisciplinary thinking and shedding light on the dynamics of
urban innovation. Through experiences like these, our students are prepared to become
not only engineers and architects, but also city-makers and thought leaders capable of
shaping a more inclusive and sustainable future for Bahrain.

| extend my sincere thanks to the Eskan Bank, led by Mr. Abdulla Taleb, for its continued
commitment to this educational partnership. The bank’s contribution through its
practical expertise and real-world challenges adds immense educational value to the
students’ experience and enriches the national architectural discourse. | also offer
special thanks to the team behind-this award and to the judging panels.

To all the participating students, I salute your efforts. Through your work,you are
contributing to shaping the future of housing in Bahrain. You are practicing design as a
form of community service—one that responds not just to a site, but to an entire society.

| congratulate everyone who contributed to the success of this cycle and wish you
continued progress and excellence.
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Mr. Abdulla Taleb
General Manager, Eskan Bank

General Manager’s Message

The eleventh edition of the Eskan Bank Creative Engineering & Interior Design Award
represents yet another milestone in our enduring collaboration with the University of
Bahrain. One that continues to highlight the vital role of youth in shaping the future of
urban living in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Over the years, this award has grown into much more than an academic competition.
It has become a platform for testing new ideas, engaging with real housing challenges,
and exploring innovative design solutions that serve national needs. This year, under
the theme “Rethinking the Mixed-Use Buildings,” students were invited to tackle one of
the most complex yet promising typologies in contemporary housing design.

Mixed-use buildings have long existed in urban contexts, but reimagining them in a way
that suits Bahrain’s socio-cultural landscape, while ensuring economic and operational
sustainability, requires a thoughtful and localized approach. The challenge posed to
students went beyond architectural form—it asked them to consider how design can
support long-term affordability and create vibrant, multi-functional communities.

This aligns closely with Eskan Bank’s vision. We are not only committed to delivering
high-quality housing, but also to redefining how residential buildings can be maintained
sustainably. The concept of integrating income-generating leasable spaces that offset
maintenance costs reflects our ongoing efforts to innovate in service of Bahraini
families, while promoting more resilient and self-sustained housing models.

The quality of submissions this year has been impressive. Students demonstrated a
deep understanding of the design brief, responding with creativity, rigor, and sensitivity
to the aspirations of modern Bahraini households. Their work speaks to the value of this
award in bridging academic learning with real-world application.

| extend my sincere thanks to the University of Bahrain, the faculty members, and the
advisory and judging committees for their dedication and professionalism. To all the
participating students—your ideas matter. You are the future architects and engineers
of our nation, and we are proud to have supported your journey through this initiative.
We look forward to continuing this partnership and to the new thinking and possibilities

itwill bring in the years ahead.
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Dr. Haifa Bint Ebrahim Al Khalifa
Dean of the College of Engineering

Dean’s Message

It brings me great pride to celebrate the eleventh edition of the Eskan Bank Creative
Engineering & Interior Design Award. This collaboration has become a cornerstone
of the College of Engineering’s design education. Over the past eleven years, our
partnership with Eskan Bank has provided a dynamic platform for our architecture and
interior design students to engage directly with Bahrain’s real housing challenges. This
award is more than a competition; it is a living laboratory where ideas meet context,
creativity responds to need, and learning is grounded in purpose.

Each year, the Eskan Bank Award challenges students to think critically and design
responsibly—from re-imagining affordable housing typologies, to proposing sustainable
community layouts, to confronting the realities of vertical living. These themes reflect
our urban environment’s evolving priorities and Bahraini society’s growing aspirations.
This year’s theme, Rethinking the Mixed-Use Buildings, continues this legacy. It calls on
students to design not just buildings, but ecosystems—spaces that foster community,
support sustainability, and turn challenges like maintenance costs into innovative
design opportunities.

Through this sustained collaboration, our students have learned to integrate
architectural vision with economic and cultural realities, helping shape the future
of housing in Bahrain. | extend my heartfelt thanks to Eskan Bank for their enduring
partnership, to our faculty for their mentorship, and, most importantly, to our students
for proving year after year that creativity can be both bold and socially meaningful.

Let this year’s award be a celebration of what we have accomplished together—and an
inspiration for what we can still achieve.
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Design Brief
Distribution &
Orientation

The process
begins with the
official design

brief being

delivered to
all students,

followed by a

Q&A session

to clarify
expectations and
requirements.
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Studio
Development
& Academic
Oversight

Throughout
the semester,
instructors guide
students through
a comprehensive
design process
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Eskan Bank Award Process

Midterm and
Final Evaluations

Students are
assessed
individually
during the
Midterm Jury
by internal
examiners. At the
end of the term,
each student
presents their
work in a Final
Jury evaluated
by two internal
examiners.

including site
analysis and case
studies.

—
04

Nomination for
the Eskan Bank
Award

Based on
performance,
each instructor
nominates 4-5
top-performing
students from
their section for

the award.

Formation of the
Award Jury Panel

The Head
of Eskan
Bank Award
Committee at
UOB coordinates
with Eskan
Bank to finalize
the jury, which
includes
academic
and industry
professionals.
External jurors
from the housing
or design sector
is also invited.

—/
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Jury Review &
Evaluation

Jurors are
provided with
the student
submissions,
evaluation rubric,
scoring sheets,
and design brief
via a shared
platform.

Award Finalization
& Event
Preparation

Once the winners
are selected,
preparations begin
for the booklet,
exhibition boards,
and the Award
Ceremony.
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Submitted Projects for the Eleventh Edition 2024 / 2025
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Architecture Participants

Sana Mohamed Abdelraouf Shafei

Hamad Husain Alhardan

Reem Abdulmajid Aljarouf

Sumayya Nazeer Ahmed AbdulGhani Choudhary
Fares Hasan Ahmed Algaed

Alanood Fuad Fahad Alatwaan

Fatima Jalal Sayed Hamza Khalaf

Reem Ali Abdulkarim Ahmed Mohammed Jasim
Maryam Abdulkarim Jasim Mudun Maaraj
Maryam Sayed Jawad Darwish Hassan Alsharkhat
Sara Abdulameer Abduljalil Ashour Kadhem
Rahaf Hammadi Asaad Alhamad

Mohamed Khalil Ebrahim Hassan Ahmed
Maryam Ahmed Abdulla Mubarak Khamis
Mohamed Ali Hameed Ibrahim Mohamed Sharar
Ghufran Ali Abdulla Fateel

Maryam Sayed Mohamed Abdulla Matooq
Sayed Basel Haider Alawi Salman

Sara Husain Jawad Mulla Jasim Hassan Allaith
Maryam Hamad Rashid Mejairan
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Winners

First Winner Hamad Husain Alhardan UlhJlguuaaga JoVl j5LJI
Second Winner  Ghufran Ali Abdulla Fateel Juio alllate pleyhoe  duitilgjsial
Third Winner Mohamed Ali Hameed Sharar Jpbaonpleaono CUWI 5Ll
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First Winner’s Project for the Eleventh Edition of the Award 2024 / 2025
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Second Winner
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Second Winner’s Project for the Eleventh Edition of the Award 2024 / 2025
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Interior Design Participants

e Zainab Sayed Abbas Ateya Mohamed
¢  Waad Majed Mohamed Salih

¢  SaraTagi Hasan Bin Rajab

®  Eman Mohamed Yusuf Yusuf

e  Fatema Isa Darwish Hajih

e  Amnah Sayed Adnan Hashem Husain
e  Zahra Abbas Yahya Mulla Hasan

e  Fatema Ameen Majeed Salman

®  Sara Ebrahim Mohamed Mohamed

¢ Layla Ebrahim Mohamed Hasan Mohamed
®  Zainab Mohamed Hasan Maki

¢  Zahra Ali Salman Ahmed

®*  Nabaa Abdulnabi Hameed Yusuf

®  Fatema Yusuf Ali Hilal

¢  Hiyam Ibrahim Khalid Ibrahim

®  Mouna Hammoud Hussein Almoussa
e Asma Emad Abubaker Janahi

e  Zahra Ageel Ali Fardan

¢  Hadiya Khamis Saad Aldoseri

® Majd Ahmad Faleh Alazzam

®  Fatema Abdulelah Ismaeel Matrook
¢  Maryam Khaled Mohamed Almarzouqi
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Winners

First Winner

Zainab Mohamed Hasan Maki
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Second Winner

Layla Ebrahim Mohamed Hasan Mohamed
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Third Winner

Fatema Ameen Majeed Salman
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Advisory Committee

Eskan Bank and Eskan Properties Company
®*  Mr. Abdulla Taleb, General Manager
* Eng. Mohamed Bucheeri, General Manager, Eskan Property Company (EPC)

University of Bahrain
*  Dr. Sh. Haifa Bint Ebrahim Al Khalifa, Dean of College of Engineering
*  Dr. Huda AlIMadhoob, Chairwoman of the Department of Architecture and Interior Design

Eskan Properties Company - Juror
* Eng.Hassan Abdulrahim, Senior Manager
* Eng. Ammar Al Adraj, Assistant Manager

UOB - Jurors
*  Dr. Huda Al Madhoob, Chairwoman of the Department of Architecture and Interior Design
®  Mrs. Lejla Halid Karajcia, Lecturer

Professional Practice - Jurors
®  Mr. Adel Taher Taheri
®* Mr. Eduardo Guerrero

The jury panel for Interior design projects evaluation

Eskan Properties Company - Juror
* Eng.Hassan Abdulrahim, Senior Manager
* Eng.Ali Maleeh, Assistant Manager

UOB - Jurors
* Mrs. Lejla Halid Karajcia, Lecturer
* Dr. Hana Al Jawder, Assistant Professor

Professional Practice - Jurors
®* Mrs. Khulood Faisal Kaladari
®* Mrs. Bedoor Redha Rajab

Organization Committee

Eskan Bank
* Mrs. Latifa Al Sadoon, Manager, Corporate Communications

University of Bahrain
* Dr. Wafa Alghatam, University of Bahrain
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