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Eskan Bank Award for Creative Engineering

An annual award initiated by “Eskan Bank”in 2013, in cooperation with University of Bahrain, to cultivate
the spirit of constructive competition, extend the horizons of creativity and innovation of young minds
and encourage youth involvement in national housing and urban developments.

Based on the highest professional standards, the award is granted to distinguished student entries from
various engineering specializations in the University of Bahrain. The competition is held annually to
encompass various themes pertaining to the latest developments in architectural design and modern
construction techniques, aimed towards meeting the goals of sustainable development in order to fulfill
the housing needs of the Kingdom of Bahrain.




President Message

Instinctual engineers in our local environments used to be aware - motivated by this instinct - of what
residents need in terms of facilities that allow them to live their lives in the place containing them in a
manner that integrates the function of housing with creating a healthy family atmosphere among the
residents of these houses. And although this depends on many other factors, the family-human aspects
exist in all designs, no matter how small or modest they are.

With contemporary trends in construction, and even before the idea of ‘globalization” was unleashed,
cities were globalizing without looking at the environment in which they are created, nor the culture
of such environments. Therefore, buildings became similar whether in New York or Bahrain, passing
through continents, countries, and societies, and diminishing the growth of the cultural aspects that
characterize these societies with their different cultures, and in return, leaving no room for development
and sustainability.

There is no doubt that Bahrain - like any other society - has its distinctiveness that it's known for and
which was shaped by its culture and lifestyle, which changed dramatically with the discovery of oil but
retained its basic roots from which individuals derive their view of their homes, especially their ready-
made housing provided by the efforts of the Ministry of Housing and the Housing Bank to fulfill housing
requirements in light of locally known challenges, especially in respect of available spaces.

This year's version of the competition presented by the “Housing Bank Award for Creative Engineering
held by the Housing Bank in cooperation with the University of Bahrain is a new step towards motivating
fourth-year students in the architecture program to express their creativity and abilities considering
the input set in the competition. As we have seen through the results, whether by winning or qualifying
to participate, show the best example of our students’ knowledge of the meanings of sustainability as
presented in the literature on this term, with a clear and tangible integration of the Bahraini culture, the
vision of the beneficiaries of housing services, and their aspirations for the ready-made housing they
want to inhabit one day.

Therefore, | would like to congratulate all the students participating in the competition for their
generous effort to come up with these practical ideas in the “humanization” of ready-made housing,
and | would like to also thank the Ministry of Housing, headed by His Excellency the Minister, Eng. Basim
Yacob Al Hamer. Also, | would like to thank the Housing Bank, represented by its General Manager His
Excellency Dr. Khaled Abdullah, for their continued support for the Creative Engineering Award, as well
as the College of Engineering at the University of Bahrain and its Dean, Dr. Fuad Al-Ansari, and the teams
of coordination between the Award’s two parties for their hard work, which culminates today in these
ripe fruits.
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Prof. Riyad Yousif Hamzah
President - University of Bahrain
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Chairman’s Message

| am extremely proud of the continued participation by University of Bahrain’s students in the Eskan
Bank Award for Creative Engineering, now in its 8th year. Their contributions to the current and previous
editions, are a testament to young Bahrainis’ creative abilities and their innovation in the field of
engineering, which will open the doors to promising careers.

The advanced level of these students and their accomplishments under the mentorship of dedicated
teachers is a source of pride for us. Their achievements are an indication of their ability to meet the high
standards of the Eskan Bank Award for Creative Engineering, which has served as the basis of a fruitful
partnership between Eskan Bank and the University of Bahrain over the past 8 years.

This year's theme, ‘Towards Humanizing Prefab Housing; is in line with global trends to create cities
that are more suitable for inhabitants, providing the ingredients for high quality of life through the
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 2030. This was embraced early on by the
Kingdom of Bahrain, which built residential towns whose plans consisted of a full range of facilities,
including commercial, educational, health, and sports services. The aesthetic and environmental aspects,
and the modern design of the housing units, also serve that purpose.

Eskan Bank's sponsorship of this award stems from the bank’s and the ministry’s dedication to
nurturing young and creative minds in the Kingdom. Both entities have a responsibility to contribute
to the experience of University of Bahrain College of Engineering students, who will form the pillars
of the Kingdom’s future engineering sector. We are pleased to reaffirm our commitment to this unique
partnership,and hope to open new horizons for the students, training them to keep pace with engineering
sciences and the highest standards of sustainability and quality.
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Eng. Basim Bin Yacob AL Hamer
Minister of Housing, Chairman - Eskan Bank




Dean’s Message

Housing, aside of having a physical function of providing a shelter, has a social condition that reflects the lifestyle
of its inhabitant. The constant changes and development of materials, locations, and way of living, calls for renewed
and innovative approaches in architecture to provide flexibility and adaptive architecture to cater for the inhabitants’
shifting needs without compromising the quality of the living architecture.

In this 8th year of Eskan Bank Awards for Creative Engineering, the students are challenged to consider the “house”
as a product; it should be designed to accommodate the needs of the inhabitants by utilizing some of the latest
achievements of social, scientificand technological advancements in the field of architecture in their design solutions.

To do so, students were required to explore modularity through Pre-fabrication methods to integrate the objectives
of contemporary living. They were also asked to adopt the latest construction methods in modular design to add
flexibility in design as well as to reduces overall cost without compromising the architectural integrity.

The challenge this year provides a great opportunity for the students to adapt to the demands of the housing
industry in the kingdom; it will expose them to construction cost effectiveness through design and selection of
appropriate technology, this is besides engaging them with all the other critical and classical issues relevant to the
realm of housing.
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Dr Fuad Al Ansari
Dean of the College of Engineering
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General Manager’s Message

Year upon year, College of Engineering students at the University of Bahrain have demonstrated a knack for creativity
and achievement. Despite the challenges facing the Kingdom and the world, the COVID-19 pandemic failed to deter
these exceptional students, who continue to perform at their best and excel.

We have a responsibility to enhance the Kingdom'’s role in providing the most ideal Living conditions for its citizens,
and to support the Ministry of Housing’s noble efforts. We believe in the importance of providing citizens with
suitable housing that can endure the constantly evolving challenges. This is why we continue to drive this partnership
forward, developing the most important sectors and ensuring that families gain stability and peace of mind.

Now in its 8th year, our annual journey with this award is defined by a new theme and challenge to motivate all
involved, taking them to new heights of innovation. Eskan Bank selected ‘Towards Humanizing Prefab Housing’ as
a theme, in the hope that it will sharpen students’ minds, prepare them to overcome future challenges, and inspire
them to produce forward-thinking concepts that empower national housing efforts. Their contributions will help
meet citizens’ demands for comfortable housing, adding value and quality to their lifestyles.

Our partnership with the University of Bahrain, a model institution of learning, reaffirms our commitment to
the development of sectors that receive considerable attention from the Kingdom’s senior leadership and HE
the Minister of Housing and Eskan Bank Chairman. Through this association, we are playing a part in bringing
happiness to families. This partnership also achieves the award’s main objective, which is to create new channels of
communication between policy makers in the housing sector and the next generation of engineers who will be part
of the decision-making process in the near future.
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Dr. Khalid Abdulla
General Manager Eskan Bank
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Winners

First Winner
Second Winner

Third Winner

Salman Khalid Alhajeri
Zainab Jaafar Alhalal

Alawi Sayed Sadiq Mohamed Alawi
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Hanaa Emad Aldeen Arnous

Afaf Mohamed Abdulla Alasbool
Hissa Adel Jaffar Alkooheji
Mohammed Ahmed Hamed Alwahoush
Noor Ebrahim Husain Akbar

Zainab Jaafar Alhalal

Melad Abdulgader Ali Alfulaij

Nabaa Mohsen Ahmed Ali

Sakeena Mohamed Ebrahim Alhaddad
Alya Ali Abdulaziz Alaam

Noor Ali Ahmed Ali

Alawi Sayed Sadiq Mohamed Alawi
Marwa Khaled Abdulla Jafen
Haleema Ahmed Hasan Marhoon
Aysha Waleed Mohamed Ali Algahtani
Safa Mohamed Ali Abdulla Ismaeel
Ali Majeed Ali Saeed Ali

Maram Ahmed Ali Ahmed

Jalila S.mohsen Husain Almashal
Salman Khalid Naser Alhajeri
Shaikha Salman Hasan Mohamed
Abdulla Yusuf Khalil Hasan
Abdulaziz Emad Ahmed Obaid

Eman Hasan Khalil Ebrahim

Hadeel Faisal Abdulla Khamis

Eman Sayed Mahmood Alawi Alhallai
Maryam Nabeel Abdulaziz Almadhi
Fatema Abdulla Marhoon

Alaa Hani Darwish

Ahmed Mahmood Abbas Al Abbas
Mohamed Own Ali Alkhenaizi

Sayed Husain Yusuf Naser Marzooq
Fatima Sadeq Abedali Abdulnabi
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ID: 20155832

The complexity of a housing project is undeniable. Individuals are unique, and as future architects, in housing, our job is not to merely offer a magnificent structure to users, but rather understand and satisfy their most
instinctive need; the need for belonging. As such, my proposal for the 8th edition of the Eskan Bank Awards came as an answer to these necessities.

c .
e
One prevailing concept is to create multitudes of miniature communities, each different from, yet complementing to one another. The result is a mega cluster of a building, achieved through following selective and precise k)J g U I JJ l_QJ I
principles. Such principles are rigorously followed throughout the building, from the smallest of components to most extensive, producing a cohesive, yet unique architecture. The uniqueness in this project comes through
considering the differences communities have within their members and other communities. Through offering various unit types, the premise of distinction became achievable, which would allow different members of said

community to live in a place respective and reflective of their needs. alall A loLu F | I'St Wl n n e I'

Other concerns considered within my proposal are the sustainable aspects, the cultural aspects and the social aspects. The buildingss form, orientation and composition manages to be environmentally responsible by Salman Khalid Alhajeri
offering immaculate cross-ventilation qualities while also reducing the direct sun contact to a minimum, which reduces energy consumption from bath air conditioning and lighting systems. By raising the platform to four
levels, the building utilises the siters best merits; its views. Such a tactic will allow every single unit to have incredible views to either the sea on the west or the old Muhharaq on the east. By magnifying the Courtyard
House model into a «community», the building manages to bring to light the culture and heritage of old Muhharaq, which, in turn, will reward the occupants with a sense of belonging and ownership as each community
gets to have a portion for itself. The building responds to current social compulsions by allowing the occupants to meet. These opportunities are offered through having central communal spaces that are comfortably fitted
inwards for said occupants.
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ID: 20173724

Bring the feeling of neighborhood and house in a way that will allow people to consider the residential building as their neighborhood and the apartment as their house
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ID: 20176386

The project is about how the users can create memories through the design. Exploring an idea of creating the feel of home rather than the feel of an apartment and creating that feeling by converting an apartment into a duplex, which gives the
user more flexibility to his house.

Also, not only the house is an important aspect to create memories for the user, but also the community that will live inside the building, the spaces that people will interact with and also the activities that will be provided, all of these elements
will effect the how the user will feel inside the space.

Creating a community garden in front of the houses will create interactions between the neighbours, and with these interactions memories are created, also the communitie spaces in the building are provided to meet the users needs, whether
spiritual needs like mosque or recreational needs, like an arcade or a play ground, and all of this will effect how the people interact with space and how his memories will be created.
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Third Winner

22



25

Advisory Committee

EB & EPC
» Dr.Khalid Abdulla, General Manager, Eskan Bank
* Eng. Eyad Obaid, General Manager, Eskan Properties Company (EPC)

University of Bahrain

o Dr. Fuad Al Ansari, Dean of the College of Engineering

» Dr. Haifa Al-Khalifa, Chairwoman of the Department of Architecture and Interior Design

* Ms Susana Soares Saraiva, Architect/Lecturer, Department of Architecture and Interior Design
o Mrs. Sonia Lamela Lecturer, Department of Architecture and Interior Design

* Ms. Afaf Ebrahim- University of Bahrain

The Jury

* Eng. Hassan Abdulaziz Abdulrahim, Eskan Properties Company (EPC)
* Eng. Ammer Aladraj, Eskan Properties Company (EPC)

» Dr. Fuad Al Ansari, University of Bahrain

o Mr. Lejla Karajica, University of Bahrain

o Mr. Haider Al Noaimi - MSCEB

o Mr.Ahmed Al Mahoozi - Lewan Architects

Organization Committee

Eskan Bank

» Latifa Al Sadoon, Assistant Manager, Corporate Communications
University of Bahrain

* Ghassan Alshihaby, Manager, Media and University Relations
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