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Eskan Bank Award for Creative Engineering

An annual award initiated by “Eskan Bank”in 2013, in cooperation with University of Bahrain, to cultivate
the spirit of constructive competition, extend the horizons of creativity and innovation of young minds
and encourage youth involvement in national housing and urban developments.

Based on the highest professional standards, the award is granted to distinguished student entries from
various engineering specializations in the University of Bahrain. The competition is held annually to
encompass various themes pertaining to the latest developments in architectural design and modern
construction techniques, aimed towards meeting the goals of sustainable development in order to fulfill
the housing needs of the Kingdom of Bahrain.
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Prof. Riyad Yousif Hamzah
President - University of Bahrain

Students to excel through the award

Each year, we are introduced to the engineering creations of our sons and daughters, the students of this faculty,
which has provided the Bahraini labour market with the majority of its engineers in all fields. And each year, with
the support of our partner Eskan Bank, our students excel and become more enthusiastic and innovative, integrating
comprehensive solutions into the prize themes they participate in.

The theme of this year’s competition is fully in line with the sustainability theme that has been given special
attention by the University of Bahrain, especially as it is one of the United Nations” Development Goals, which the
Kingdom of Bahrain iscommitted to addressing. It is also included in some of our Graduate Studies curricula,and the
focus of our attention at conferences organized by the university.

Choosing the theme “Sustainable Neighborhoods, Smart Designs” for this year's competition reflects the future
direction of Eskan Bank, as well as the direction of real estate developers in restoring the pulse of neighborhoods
which protected inhabitants from the stresses of modern life, and addressing the commerciality which, in.many
cases, contributed to deterioration neighborly relations, resulting in a loss:in:the strong bonds that'people used to
have between one other. In addition, these neighborhoods are sustainable. We are'in serious need of urban planning
and design for cities and neighborhoods that in line with the demands of the times, and to have lower carbon dioxide
emissions and air pollution by encouraging the use of public transport, vehicle alternatives, and easier access to
services on foot. This is why environmental care should have a prominent place in the neighborhoods of the future.
Our engineers should pay attention to it as they design buildings and neighborhoods alike.

| am happy that this competition has continued in association with Eskan Bank for six years in a row. This demonstrates
the commitment of the two partners, the University and the Bank, and their commonly held belief in the importance
of continuing to promote a competitive spirit among the students, encouraging them to do more research and be as
precise as possible with their contributions’ design and content. The competition will also prepare them mentally
and creatively to enter the labor market with confidence, as their predecessors in the engineering field have done.

In competitions there are few who receive awards, but there are many who are winners. The winners today are
all of those who participated in this competition, challenging themselves, raising their capabilities, learning new
techniques, gaining knowledge, and finding innovative solutions. | salute and extend my congratulations to them all.
I'would especially like to thank Dr. Khalid Abdullah, General Manager of Eskan Bank, Dr. Fouad Al Ansari, the Dean
of the Faculty of Engineering, and the organizing team for this effort and its impact, which we see today in these
innovative, high quality and creative entries.

New generation of creative engineers

On the sixth year of the Eskan Bank Award for Creative Engineering, we would like*to emphasize our pride in
our partnership with'the University of Bahrain (UoB), which is renewed every year with each new generation of
engineers. These young peaple have proven themselves to be limitless in innovation, offering many high quality
housing ideas over the last five years.

The theme of this year's award is “Sustainable Neighborhood, Smart Design”, which is in line with national housing
trends, as we would like to draw the attention of these-bright minds to the importance of integrating modern
vertical communities into old neighborhoods which are known for their love, compassion, cooperation, and good
neighborliness.Bahrain has flourished and developed over time thanks to creating elegant vertical communities that
mimic such-old'neighborhoods, where life used to be simpler, but at the same time, offering decent living standards
and maintaining the country’s national identity, image, and history.

The Bank, through its continuous support of the Ministry of Housing, not only looks for the best solutions that
provide convenience and stability to Bahraini citizens, but also endeavours find the best housing options in line with
changing realities and challenges. One of the most important challenges facing any residential project for young
families is how to build a home that is highly efficient in design, while serving urban sustainability, economic and
social objectives and remaining reasonable in cost. This is in line with the aspirations of the Bank and the Ministry of
Housing, which are both focused on harnessing resources to provide the best housing solutions.

We are confident that, by unleashing the creativity of UoB’s young talents, we will be getting closer to meeting the
requirements of the new generation of families.by encouraging participants to test ideas and designs that are aimed
at meeting current and future needs.
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Eng. Basim Bin Yacob Al Hamer
Minister of Housing, Chairman - Eskan Bank




Develop and integrate vertical
communities

Eskan Bank takes pride in its responsibility towards housing development in the Kingdom, and is proud to be one
of the main supporters of the Ministry of Housing’s strategy through finding appropriate financing and housing
solutions that achieve the needs of modern Bahraini families.

The Bank has chosen the theme “Sustainable Neighborhood, Smart Design” for the sixth edition of the award,
underscoring its continued interest to develop and integrate vertical communities into residential neighborhoods to
strengthen social ties between its residents, as was the case in years past. Sustainability remained a factor in these
designs aimed at meeting the living standard aspirations of the current generation of Bahrainis.

Every year since the launch of this annual creativity award, the Bank has remained committed to supporting and
nurturing young minds interested in learning about the latest in science and technology at the university level. The
students’ engineering innovations and creations will be displayed on the Bank's website, allowing visitors to browse
through them along with entries from previous years, and possibly utilize them in future construction projects. We
also offer the winners the opportunity to train at the Bank so that they can sharpen their talents and gain practical
experience.

In conclusion, it pleases us every year to renew our pride in this distinguished community partnership with the
University of Bahrain (UoB), and we hope that we have succeeded in supporting students who are near graduation,
and that we have motivated them towards even more creativity and innovation,raising their awareness and instilling
in them construction and aesthetic standards that keep pace with the latest engineering developments.
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General Manager Eskan Bank



Sixth Edition of the Award 2018 / 2019

Judging the Entries

Agreement to Launch the Sixth Edition of the Award
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Fifth Edition of the Award 2017 / 2018

Exhibition of Participating Projects
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Winners

First Winner
Second Winner

Third Winner

Sara Tamer Ahmed Mahmoud

Lana Mohamad Youssef Ashkar

Ayoob Erhama Asad
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Alaa Fadhel Alasfoor

Maryam Ajoor

Zahra Hussain Allaith

Noora Isa Salman Alnefaiei
Masood Mohamed Jawad
Muriam Sarfraz Hussain

Zahra Anjum Sohail

Afaf Abulla Husain Juma
Moazzan Mohd S.A.Mohd. Hakim
Lulwa Mesameh

Sara Ahmed Abdulla Albalooshi
Ghadeer Mohamed

Eman Abdul Husain Aljazeeri
Lateefa Mohamed Thamer Alkaabi
Ahmed Yusuf Ahmed

Wajeeha Abdulla

Maryam Saeed

Sara Saeed Mohamed Ahmed
Salma Hasan Mohamed Fardan
Aysha Suhail Alkhalfan

Maryam Makhlooq

Lana Mohamad Youssef Ashkar
Ayoob Erhama Asad

Maysoon Moh'd Yakoob

Sandra Rachel Anil

Jawaher Al Aamer

Sara Tamer Ahmed Mahmoud
Muneeraa Esam Hussain Alraayes
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ID: 20157129

Throughout the years as society progresses so does the housing narrative. Remaining at the center of society’s dialogue, it is people’s identity, a reflection of society,and a testimony of growth. As a constantly evolving society it is a natural human
response when faced with change To Adapt to it.But it is our job to provide the opportunity for that to take place. The project aims to respond to Bahraini families' resistance to vertical living by creating smaller neighborhoods within larger ones,
that create semi-private courtyards; creating connections, a sense of belonging and units that provide individuality. The project delves into three levels: flexibility- individuality - time, inspired by the prevailing concepts of a “fareej” reinterpreted
through a modern solution, one that allows Bahraini families to adapt to the change, as well as provide enough flexibility to allow them to adapt it to their own needs. This creates a two way relationship that brings about change and continuity.

The form
It is developed through the creation of an affordable structure that follows a grid system simplifying the stacking that appears to be complex. The use of a cluster gives each unit a feeling of uniqueness that can create a stronger connection of
identity with its users.

Sustainability

It also focuses on the three main levels of sustainability. Environmental sustainability: recycling waste water system; use of affordable, innovative and eco-friendly materials. Social sustainability: creating of communal spaces within smaller
neighborhoods, creating the opportunity of community farming gardens that can be cultivated by the people. Economical sustainability: recycling water systems, use of open corridors for natural ventilation, creating units that respond to
withstanding change and growth through time.

Flexibility, Individuality & Time

Taking inspiration in the design of the units from the contemporary housing concept of design based on time,and connecting it to the preexisting tradition of courtyard houses that used the concept of flexible spaces of similar sizes surrounding
a courtyard that can be used for different functions. Creating an overall sustainable affordable solution that allows the people to be part of the conversation and to have a say in the future of their homes.
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ID: 20155585

In light of contemporary day design, it's important to look at a design problem through that eye, at the Crossroad, youre meant to live smart and live efficient. We've noticed the resistance of Bahrainis about living in vertical residential complexes
so it is important to figure out what will make them less reluctant to move in there.

The Crossroad is inspired by looking at a network in the Fareej and mapping out the heart of the city, which is the communal spaces.

Let’s talk a little about the characteristics of a crossroad, like in a Fareej you have communal spaces that emerge out of the negative spaces within the city-scape, most of the time it is naturally formed, between homes, market spaces. They are
called Baraha’s and in this design proposal, we aimed to reinterpret these Baraha’s in a more complex format that gives off a friendly environment within the residential complex.

Characteristics of a crossroad is that it allows more chances of encounter within residents, therefore increasing social-meter, also the presence of communal spaces at these crossroads.
As the project name; the crossroad, we aimed to turn every aspect of this building to be crossing in some way or another, as also noticed in the apartments that consist of duplexes and triplexes, the levels of the apartments puzzle-up forming a
crossing in the building skeleton. Some negative spaces emerge out of this arrangement, leaving space for the communal spaces, Baraha’s.

Certain aspects like the site analysis helped in the set-up of the building, orientation played a major role in Improving the quality of the space and living. Microclimate is especially made better due to it.

The distribution of functions is per the site is divided, so facing the mall and souq, the commercial F&B are located. Facing the neighborhood houses is the neighborhood hub which accommodates the common events hall which is large and can
house different events. Finally, we have the urban hub & facility center which is located along the highway urban side of the site, the facilities are study rooms, Majlis, children day care etc.

The Crossroad is truly the place to live.
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ID: 20155775

When | notice about the project,| was planning to bring the felling of the traditional Bahraini housing to captor the element of the (fareej). Every corner of the fareej was contacted to each other and | want to bring that felling in all the buildings
from that point | started my concept to combine the old elements of the fareej with more sustainable future housing and the use of traditional Bahraini colors that embrace the culture.

The main concept, as we are designing a residential housing project in Bahrain, we should have a strong community to have a strong relationship between people is taken into the consideration from that point | started to have a multipurpose
hall that will bring that living community of fareej between each number of units.Moving to the ground floor all the commercial and public spaces are distributed around the center space which is mosque like the fareej. The bridge that shows the
strong connection between the families and their relationship because the relationship between the people is taken into the consideration so the two bridges that connect three buildings capture the feeling of the faree;.

As | mention in the beginning my concept is to create a community building with a response to the site “climate, history, and socio-cultural events”. The plan expresses the feeling of the fareej that every single point is spoke to each other and
connected and having a relationship and diversity with the surrounding.

Moving to the units the facilities are arranged around the central living space. The duplex floor plan that provide a double height floor with future extension for extended families in some units with double orientation with double view.

In the future if the building will be mirrored the outcome of the plan will be one big community. So, all the resident from everywhere they can gather in one place.
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» Dr.Fuad Al Ansari, Dean of the College of Engineering
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