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Eskan Bank Award for Creative Engineering

An annual award initiated by “Eskan Bank” in 2013, in cooperation with University of Bahrain, to cultivate
the spirit of constructive competition, extend the horizons of creativity and innovation of young minds
and encourage youth involvement in national housing and urban developments.

Based on the highest professional standards, the award is granted to distinguished student entries from
various engineering specializations in the University of Bahrain. The competition is held annually to
encompass various themes pertaining to the latest developments in architectural design and modern
construction techniques, aimed towards meeting the goals of sustainable development in order to fulfill
the housing needs of the Kingdom of Bahrain.




President Message

Those who have followed architectural developments, both in the Kingdom of Bahrain and the
wider region, will remember how large Bahraini families lived in the old days. There was constant
communication between family members, next-door neighbors, and everyone in the neighborhood. This
continued until we changed our lifestyles, preferring to live in separate units housing nuclear families.
Our communication with people around us reduced, and we grew further apart. As lands became scarcer
and more expensive, houses became apartments, even smaller and closer to their surroundings. Due to
the nature of urban planning, the increasing number of vehicles, and other developments in technology,
many people opt to spend most of their free time at home, keeping their interactions with others at a
minimum.

In the last few decades, the world had become more nostalgic about the old days, yearning for a time
when neighborhoods consisted of large houses with their doors wide open, and everybody knew each
other as if they were one big family. Here we are again, relying on engineers whose innovations and
creations bring us closer together and restore the joy, warmth, and intimacy of connecting.

The theme selected by Eskan Bank for this year's edition addresses one of the challenges that our
engineers will face in the future. It helps them think of solutions by combining cost, modernity, housing
unit functionality, and comfort while acknowledging Bahrain’s culture and the need to connect and
interact with others.

This vital opportunity, which Eskan Bank has offered annually for nine years, encourages our students
to showcase their most creative solutions and familiarize them with the labor market requirements,
which they will be entering very soon. It also helps them consider the critical engineering issues of
the day, closely related to economic, cultural, social, and other aspects of life. Architecture students at
the University of Bahrain’s College of Engineering are lucky to be enrolled in this distinguished annual
competition, which enriches their knowledge and helps put them on the right track.

We at the University of Bahrain are proud of our partnerships, of which Eskan Bank is at the forefront,
thanks to the important place that this award holds in our university program. We await the creativity
and innovation of our male and female engineers, which will combine with the expert opinions of those
with broad practical expertise in the field to help bring everything full circle.

My deepest thanks and appreciation to Eskan Bank, particularly to Minister of Housing and Eskan Bank
Chairman, HE Eng. Basim Bin Yacob Al Hamer for his continuous support for this competition, which we
eagerly await every year. | would also like to thank Eskan Bank General Manager, Dr. Khalid Abdulla, the
Dean of the College of Engineering, Dr. Fuad Mohammed Al-Ansari, and all the college’s academics and
administrative staff who work tirelessly to set the award’s high standards and ensure excellent results
every year.
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Chairman’s Message

It is my pleasure, for the ninth consecutive year, to be among the supporters of your participation in
the annual Eskan Bank Award for Creative Engineering. Looking at past and present submissions for the
award, it is clear to see how it has benefitted development across the Kingdom of Bahrain’s sectors. This
includes engineering innovation, which shows a promising future for a generation capable of overcoming
challenges and offering new creations.

The feedback we received from participating students, both in the current edition and in previous years,
reflects the effective partnership between Eskan Bank and the University of Bahrain over the past nine
years. This relationship is a major part of our responsibility towards future generations, both at the
Ministry of Housing and Eskan Bank.

This year’s theme, “Housing Contribution to a more Connected world’, is in keeping with the global trend
that asserts cities need to achieve harmony between their residents and ensure their quality of life, in
line with the objectives of the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

The award’s current edition reaffirms our responsibility to introduce a new generation of graduates to
the needs of Bahraini society, and encourage their creativity and innovation so that they can inspire their
nation.

We seek to benefit from their innovative suggestions, projects, theses, and engineering offerings,
to strengthen Bahrain’s position in this field. National competitions such as this one bring us closer
to meeting our objectives of contributing to our Kingdom’s development, and creating new career
opportunities.

[ would like to thank the panel of judges, made up of seasoned academics and engineers who evaluated
the submissions and selected the best among them. | take great pride in the advanced levels of the
university’s students and their achievements, which have directly contributed to the development of
various projects.

In conclusion, | congratulate the participants on their contributions and unique ideas. | would also like
to thank Eskan Bank for sponsoring the award, which reflects its commitment to fostering engineering
creativity in the Kingdom. The Ministry of Housing assures you that it will continue to be the number
one supporter of this unique partnership between Eskan Bank and the University of Bahrain. We remain
committed to opening wider horizons for students, helping them keep pace with engineering sciences,
and meet the demands of the public in accordance with the highest sustainability and quality standards.
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Minister of Housing, Chairman - Eskan Bank




Dean’s Message

It is commonly acknowledged that a house is, first and foremost, a shelter, physical and psychological. For most of
their earlier existence, houses were functionally elementary with few rooms and moveable furniture. Inhabitants
lived in mainly one space, sharing all daily activities with very little privacy. As societies settled and enjoyed
economic prosperity, houses tend to become increasingly more complex in terms of the number of rooms and
functional specialisation. The house became the centre of various daily life activities. The development of advanced
societal structures, technology and living standards have been coincided with increased demand for functional and
social subdivisions of spaces within the dwellings. The rapid pace of the changing daily activities and continuous
demands for more functional spacial subdivisions caused the inhabitants to seek more spaces outside the house and
the dwelling has gradually ceased to be where they come home to a family setting. It has become less a ‘home’ and
more a place of transit.

With the outbreak of the Corona virus in 2019, the population in the world were confronted with the need for
confinement and isolation to preserve their health and safety. Subsequently, a new lifestyle starting to emerge
leaving architects wonder how much of that change would affect the built environment and specifically the future
design of the dwellings and the shelter called “Home”. It is imperative to accept that society has changed regardless
of the advantages and disadvantages of the reality lived in the past two years. And ultimately, the job of architects is
to place themselves at the forefront of this new reality and adapt to the new norms. Architects are now challenged
to meet the demand for self-sufficient spaces within dwellings yet eliminate the negative effects of isolation that
this pandemic has created. Architects worldwide are now rushing to provide solutions to make the world more
connected yet safe health-wise.

Based on the previous, this year’s Eskan Bank Award challenge our young architects to rethink the dwelling units
under the current circumstances, they are also requested to develop an optimized and innovative vertical solution.
They are challenged to create dwelling designs that reflect the local social, environmental, and physically reality.

I'm looking forward to see the work of our students, their solutions, and how they'll rise up to meet the challenge
they will be facing through this competition. Finally, | would like to use this space to wish our students the best of
luck and to thank our UoB-Eskan Bank team for making this competition a success story.

GJLaill algo.a

Dr Fuad Al Ansari
Dean of the College of Engineering
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General Manager’s Message

Now in its 9th year, our partnership with the University of Bahrain (UoB) has been immensely successful. The Eskan
Bank Award for Creative Engineering enabled architecture and interior design students at the College of Engineering
to understand housing challenges and needs. For years, the students excelled, achieving numerous accomplishments
and innovations which gained them the highest honors, despite all the challenges and circumstances they faced.

The theme of this year’s edition is “Housing Contribution to a More Connected World’, which presents a new challenge
of creativity. It is an opportunity to sharpen minds and overcome the ever changing issues of the day. This is why, this
year, we made sure that our award covered modern living; sustainability; design quality, construction, and energy;
and the creation of comprehensive residential communities.

The Bank has been a continuous supporter of the Ministry's role of providing citizens with the best residential
options. Through our socially sustainable initiatives, we add to the Kingdom's many lifestyle and convenience
offerings, which meet the aspirations of its citizens. We believe in the importance of housing for each citizen, which
is why we have made great strides in our partnerships, helping to develop important sectors that directly contribute
to Bahraini families’ peace of mind and stability.

We are happy to renew our partnership with this unique educational institution, through which we aim to open new
horizons for everyone and keep pace with developments in the field of engineering that meet the highest standards
of sustainability, beauty, and quality. The award’s main objective is to create a bond between strategic housing
directions and young gifted engineering minds who will be developing and implementing them in the near future.
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Dr. Khalid Abdulla
General Manager Eskan Bank
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Winners

First Winner
Second Winner

Third Winner

Hend Isa Ahmed Aljawder

Suad Jamal Radhi Ali
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ID: 20181535
DESIGN CONCEPT

This project aims to introduce a new people friendly building that focuses on embracing general
well being and emphasizing on social interaction to create a healthy, sustainable environment
Furthermore, this concept was implemented in the building through two ways First, bring the
neighborhood experience to the heart of the building, by providing communal spaces for the
residents to fulfill different needs (entertaining social interaction activities shopping etc within the
building context Second, create sustainable and healthy residential units that respond to the post
pandemic changes, by maximizing natural light and ventilation along all apartments, ensuring that
all living spaces are provided with an adequate amount Also, providing outdoor terraces for all
apartments, as it became one of the essential spaces people need in their homes In terms of
apartment layouts, adopting semi open plans that blur the division between different functions was
a solution to provide flexibility and allow one space to be used for multiple functions ..(Home office,
playroom, additional storage, etc

Jagallaonlowyeaio
Hend Isa Ahmed Aljawder
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ID: 20184921

The first thing you notice about Al Hoora is that it is a very condensed area with no public spaces,
no views, no greenery, and informal parking is everywhere. So how to design a building that can
change the old characteristics of the city and attract more people to come to this city and live in it.
The key to finding a good design for this site is to find what is its problem and solve it by doing the
opposite, the people in Al Hoora don’t have a space where they can do activities with each other
so the problem here is that they are disconnected and the opposite to this situation is connection.

Connection is the concept of this project and | divided this idea into two categories First connection
between the residents and the neighbors and the second is the connection between residents and
other residents The connection between residents and the neighborhood can happen by designing
a good quality of space that neighbors can meet with the residents in doing activities that are rarely
found in the area like a playground with an outdoor cafe and a gym. So it is designing the space and
the atmosphere where the residents will meet with neighbors .

The connection between residents and other residents here we need to give a new style of living to
Al hoora where neighbors are more connected and have public spaces where they can meet and
do different activities these communal spaces should be located in different levels which will bring
life to the building and the resident will feel connected to a certain society even though he is more
than 30 meters above the ground.

Building formThe form started with two massing separated from each other and then | tried to
connect them with other masses which are going to hold the communal spaces and at the end, |
made some openings in the main two masses to ensure maximum natural light and ventilation can
enter to the units.
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ID: 20182299

Housing Contribution to a More Connected World

Wl 6j5all
GHwoalldo A e oyro Th”d W|nner

Maryam Ali Khalifa Aldoseri

ISSUES

NO WORK SPACE UNMOVIBALE
OLD DESIGN BORING
LACK OF CONNECTION NO SPACE FOR ACTIVITIES

= SOCIAL DISTANCE

nnnnnnnnnnnn

NEEDS

-
4

Services

Open communal space Bring people within site Public pedestrian walkway Public pedestrian walkway Society open Connect floors to keep

connection.

OPEN SPACES FLEXABLE SPACES = OUTDOOR AREA
LOTS OF GREENERY = CONNECTION NICE VIEW
= ENOUGH AREA

Ath Eskan Bank Award for Creative Engineering | Y- Y),Y-YY | Project #YY
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Advisory Committee

EB & EPC
+ Dr. Khalid Abdulla, General Manager, Eskan Bank
+ Eng. Eyad Obaid, General Manager, Eskan Properties Company (EPC)

University of Bahrain

* Dr. Fuad Al Ansari, Dean of the College of Engineering

+ Dr. Haifa Al-Khalifa, Chairwoman of the Department of Architecture and Interior Design

+ Ms Susana Soares Saraiva, Architect/Lecturer, Department of Architecture and Interior Design
* Mrs. Sonia Lamela Lecturer, Department of Architecture and Interior Design

+ Ms. Afaf Ebrahim- University of Bahrain

The Jury

* Eng. Hassan Abdulaziz Abdulrahim, Eskan Properties Company (EPC)
* Eng. Ammer Aladraj, Eskan Properties Company (EPC)

+ Dr. Fuad Al Ansari, University of Bahrain

* Mr. Lejla Karajica , University of Bahrain

* Dr. Mai Khalfan , University of Bahrain

* Dr. Souheil Elmasri , Gulf House Engineering

Organization Committee

Eskan Bank
+ Latifa Al Sadoon, Manager, Corporate Communications

University of Bahrain

+ Ghassan Alshihaby, Manager, Media and University Relations
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